ORER

Newsletter

September 2011

Dear Friends,

We are racing through the year. There have been
many wonderful things happening at Opera Factory
and throughout the performing arts communities of
Auckland — we're in overdrive!

Since our last newsletter we have enjoyed a
fabulous Opera-Pop holiday season of Papageno
plus the Opera Idol voice contest for school students,
both displaying a wealth of young talent coming
through the ranks. Our winter series of themed lunch
recitals proved to be very popular, welcoming new
audiences and featuring some fine emerging soloists.

Recently, we hosted the Newmarket Business
Associatfion for their AGM and monthly 'Buzz’ - we
enjoyed making new contacts and illustrating our
products. We were delighted to be invited by the
NZSO to provide a backing ensemble for their concert
starring our Patron Kiri Te Kanawa and friends at the
Vector Arena on 22nd October. This will be a special
event for us to be part of, and doubly exciting, being
the night before the Footy Finals!

We are now in final and furious rehearsals for our
September double bill of two delicious Italian comic
operas by Rossini and Donizetti - come along and
enjoy them.

We are very grateful for the generosity of our
supporters, donors, and funders who enable us fo
meet our mission and provide valuable benefits to
many singers, colleagues and the Auckland and New
Zealand arts community. However we face difficulties
in planning ahead and next year will be challenging
to meet the demands of our $61,000.00 p.a. rent of
our premises, ongoing production and operational
costs. | would so appreciate your consideration to join
our annual Amici supporters or perhaps participate in
our donor or sponsorship packages for 2012.

Many thanks for your continued faith in us and
support for our mission and | hope to welcome you to
our October season of Italian comedies.

Kindest regards
Sally Sloman (Director)

The Friends of the Holy Trinity Cathedral invited Opera
Factory to produce and present ‘A Night in Vienna’' at the
Parnell Cathedral for their fundraising project. Favourite arias
and songs from popular opera and operetta were
performed by senior singers accompanied by Nicholas
Forbes . The concert received high praise.

“If you worry about the future, and dwell on the
past, you can’t enjoy the present”

Opera off Broadway

ITALIAN COMEDY SEASON

Contrac

riage
The Mar lta (Donizett!)

“‘ 11 - 15 October “‘

Two ltalian comedies in one night in
the heart of Newmarket - fully staged and sung
in English — enjoy farcical situations with crazy
Canadians, domestic violence, dubious
misunderstandings, pre-nup confusion, and
desperate lovers!

Directed by Carmel Carroll & Paul Barrett
With designs by John Eaglen and introducing
Gemma Lee as Music Director

5 Performances only:
Tuesday 11 October
Wednesday 12 October
Thursday 13 October

7.30pm
7.30pm
7.30pm
7.30pm
2pm matinee

Friday 14 October
Saturday 15 October

Opera Factory Theatre, 7 Eden St, Newmarket

BOOK NOW FOR THE BEST SEATS

Ticket prices (allocated seating)
A RES: Adults $35, seniors $33, Amici $30, Students $20

B RES: Adults $30, seniors $28, Amici $25, Students $15

Early reservations are recommended
Phone iTICKET 09 361 1000 (booking fees apply)

Or book online www.iticket.co.nz FiTIcKET)

—

Note -Amici members may make their reservations
direct to the Opera Factory office Ph 921 7801

We remind our audiences that there is 24 hour public
Tournament Carpark round the corner from us (entry
from Morrow Sfreet) and we are one minute's walk
from public rail and Link Bus services.

Where else can you leisurely enjoy accessible,
unthreatening, affordable and understandable Italian
operas with friends whilst sipping juice or vino and still
be home for an early night? But book early....
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BREVE NOTES

Opera Idol Finals 16 September
After hearing 33 talented enfrants in the
initial rounds eleven finalists were
selected in two age sections. The expert
Judges (Patricia Aldersley, Max Cryer,
Paul Barrett) had a very difficult time and felt all were worthy
of awards. Results were: 14 & Under: 1st Hyun Young Park;
2nd Tayla Alexander; 3rd Alysia Han  15-18yrs: 1st Callum
Blackmore; 2nd Kelly Harris, 3rd Jonathan Dunlop. The
judges gave special mention to young bass Samson Setu.

Costume exhibition- free display

12 September - 25 October at Opera Factory
Wander in to view our small display of fabulous
operatic costumes, accessories and opera
archives. Exhibition is open Tues — Fri 11am fo
3pm in our foyers.

Robert Wiremu
accompanied nine
Divos for our final
winter lunch recital
celebrating Fathers
Day in September.
L fo R: Alex Milligan,
Thomas White,
Edward McKnight, James Roberson, Robert Hughes, Warren
Kilham, Michael Leightley, Phillip Russell, Mark Covich .

PASSAGIO Performers’ Journeys

Congratulations to Jesse Martins.
Another successful graduate of Opera
Factory, he is now contracted by the
Sarasota Opera Company in Florida USA as
their new Youth Opera Music Director. Jesse
started with us in 2008 as a young trainee
from Brazil. His musical talents, opera
knowledge and gregarious nature were
apparent from the start and he quickly became a popular
and integral part of the Opera Factory community. To see
what Jesse is up to use the following link fo Sarasota Opera
www.sarasotaopera.org/educationandoutreach

Congratulations to tenor Cameron Barclay (Opera
Factory’s Turn of the Screw, Prima Donna, Globolinks etc)
who has just finished his year as a Dame Malvina Major
Pricewaterhouse Cooper Emerging Artist and will soon
confinue his studies in Wellington to prepare for an audition
four overseas.

NBR NZ Opera’s recent season of ‘Cav’ & ‘Pag’ featured
a large number of Opera Factory singers — congrats to
everyone involved in this superb season. We are delighted
to provide stepping stones info the opera industry and enjoy
the development of our young graduates.

THE METROPLITAN OPERA FILMS (HDLive)

The new season of these fabulous Metropolitan Opera
screenings from New York, starts this November. Our local
cinema Rialto hosts this series. Remember that their Italian
Film Festival is also on now until 16 October.

Checkout www.nzmetropera.nz for more details.

Opera Factory launc hes a ‘
Composition Contest

We invite composers to submit works for a new
short chamber opera.

The competition is offered in 3 categories (Open,
Under 30 & Secondary school students). Entries close

5pm Monday 30 January 2012 and a jury of experts
will meet to select the winners.

Creative New Zealand has recently kindly funded our
inifial project to workshop the three ‘Winning Works’
with the composers and jury over a long weekend in
February. Itis our further intention to then raise funds
to produce and premiere a trilogy of the three new
works onstage at Opera Factory in May 2012.

Check our website for more information,
guidelines and entry forms
www.operafactory.com

Competition Successes — congratulations

« Darren Pene Pati (tenor) spectacularly won the
prestigious McDonalds Aria at the Sydney
Eisteddfod Sydney Competitions in August.

o We noted that Melissa llic, an early member of Opera
Factory was also a finalist.

¢ Anthony Schneider (bass) gained 1st Place in the Opera
Class at the same Sydney Eisteddfod in August.

o Darren Pene Pati was also recently one of the six
international finalists in the Joan Sutherland & Richard
Bonynge Bell Canto
Scholarship Awards
held recently in
Australia.

e Pene visits an Opera
Factory rehearsal
the day he gefs
back, to show us his
fabulous McDonalds
Aria trophy!

Thanks to Alex Milligan for voluntary hours each

week for the past 3 months to tidy up and file our
music and library resources. Singers - don't forget that our
extensive library has been donated to be used, not just held
in storage! Amici members have free loan and others pay
just a nominal charge to borrow. But please remember to
date and sign out your borrowing. We have a turntable &
television so come in and listen to our wonderful collection
of opera and concert records, CDs or videos . You can even
study the score at the same time .
Recommended reading includes various biographies of
famous opera stars, ‘The Singers Manual of English Diction’,
‘Mozart’'s Women', ‘Wagner for beginners’, ‘The Singer and
the Voice’, ‘The Enigma of Sister Mary Leo’, ‘Great Singers
on Great Singing’, ‘The Real Traviata’, ‘Interpretation in
Song’ and many more. We also hold a large collection of
classical singers ' reperfoire music and aria, lied and art song
albums. But ring us first to check office times for access.

@'ﬁ The Opera Factory Music Library

“LOOK - THERE'S OPERA FACTORY”

At long last - the passing traffic, neighbors , new
audiences and visitors to Newmarket will clearly see
where, who and what we are. Thanks to our
anonymous donor for sponsorship of our bright new
exterior banners — now for some illumination!
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Ways in which you can help us

By buying a ticket to be in our audiences.
By joining our Amici support group @ $50 pa

By sponsoring or donating to your preferred areas of
our training programmes & opportunities in 2012
*Youth Development ‘Opera Rock’ & ‘Opera-Pop’
*Senior Development ‘Curtain Up’ & ‘The Opera Box
*Soccorso - support of talented, committed and
deserving singers towards their career intentions

L'Affitto - $5000 pa for a month’s rent of our homebase
Be seated at our excusive table of 12

Angeli - towards our operational costs &
development or marketing, advertising and
promotional material.

Bequests - Consider Opera Factory Trust in your will

Sally Sloman (Director) would be delighted to answer your
queries and discuss the excellent benefits and
acknowledgements we can provide.

Ph 09 921 7801 or admin@operafactory.com

PAPAGENO - ‘Opera Pop’ project May - July 2011
A study term on Mozart's ‘The Magic Flute’
Kindly sponsored by Creative Communities,
Auckland Councll é“Ck'a"“"Y
The 4 Ladies and 3

Genies guide
Papgeno &
Papagena on their
journey. ...Papageno
(Callum Blackmore)
and Papagena (Kelly
Harris) sing of their
friendship.

We we thrilled to see our young
audiences flood the stage at the
end of each performance!

OPERA FACTORY -FACEBOOK PAGE

Join us on Facebook — we have an organization
page and singer’s group page. Search and CLICK
LIKE so our networking goes far and wide. We'll be adding

events, points of interest and invite comments from youl!
www.facebook/operafactory

For the month of October we are pleased to be part of the
Newmarket Business Associafion’s ‘Experience the Passion’
project, celebrating the current ‘Footy Matches’ and
Newmarket's hosting of the Italian team. A couple of our
singers boarded their huge double decker bus and helped
host the inaugural journey to and from top city hotels. This
free bus runs every hour between the City and Newmarket
unfil 239 October and of course we'll be hoping that
passengers will call in to Opera Factory.

Put a primavera in your step this spring!
Don’t miss our coming double bill of Italian comedies.
‘THE MARRIAGE CONTRACT’ & ‘RITA’

These two short chamber operas burst into bloom with
the bubbling music of Rossini and Donizetti and a
small principal cast unfurl their blossoming talents
guided by the expertise of directors Carmel Carroll,
Paul Barrett & Rosie Barnes. We are delighted to
welcome talented performance pianist and young
frainee Music Director Gemma Lee for this season.
John Eaglen has once again designed a marvelous
and flexible stage setting and the operas will be sung
in English. We are also pleased to welcome back to
Opera Factory Unitec students Samantha Denize and
Danielle Reeves to help with stage management and
technical areas.

‘THE MARRIAGE CONTRACT’
By Gioacchino Rossini (1792-1868)

This one act comedy of pre-nup expectations
revolves around Sir Tobias Mill trying to sell his
daughter Fanny to a Canadian business
associate Mr Slook in order to pay off his
debts. With Fanny's lover Edward, disguised
as the new Accountant, the conniving maid
Clarina and Norfon the Butler, the whole plot of pre-nup
expectations goes up in smoke! Directed by Carmel Carroll
the opera will be sung in a new English version kindly made
available to Opera Factory by Tom Petiet of the Comic
Opera Guild in USA.

The Cast

Tobias Mill: Jarvis Dams

Fanny: Elizabeth Mandeno/Tania Priebs
Edward Milfort: Robert Hughes/Kalauni Pouvalu
Clarina: June Dams

Norton: Alex Milligan

Slook: O’neal Mendoza

Cover: Dante O’Neill (Norton)

RITA (or the Beaten Husband)
By Gaetano Donizetti (1797-1848)

This one act comedy of domestic tensions
‘treat ‘em mean and keep ‘em keen’
involves a love triangle to rival all operatic
love triangles. Setin Rita's tavern, we
discover that in her marriage she is the one who wears the
trousers. Beppe's suffering is on the point of relief when the
tables are turned by a Canadian visitor. After scheming and
agreeing that ‘the loser is the winner, the winner takes the
beating’, all ends happily. Directed by Paul Barrett this
opera has a modern style in the setfing.

A

The Cast

Rita: Heather Bell

Beppe: Aidan Gill

Gasparo: Edward McKnight

Cover: James Roberson (Beppe)
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A M/&Lr supporting members

$50 per year entitles you to ticket discounts, priority

notices, and personal booking services.
Note: Your $50 is receipted as $15 membership anddB5 donat

We thank our current financial Amici for their ongoing
support and additional donations.

Les & Sonia Andrews, Tony & Jenny Aston, Olivia Armstrong, John
Ballard, Glenys Batkin, Garry Bell, Ken & Diana Bennetts, Kay Black,
Dianne Barker, Mr & Mrs W. Bell, Yvonne Blank, Anthony Blaschke,
David & Elizabeth Bone, Ann Brandon, Jenny Buxton, Lorraine Casey,
Lothat & Yvette Caviezel, Pam Chalmers, Tania Cheeseman, Maureen
Christiansen, Mona & Sam Clements, Jodi & Dianne Cook, Tom Coup,
Judith Crews, Kara & Ashley Croudis-Boniface, Margaret & Roger
Culpan, June Dams, Jarvis Dams, Ghazi Dassouki, Romola Donaldson,
Thelma Down, Andrew Du Fresne, Marcia Dwyer, John & Kay Eady,
John Elmsley, Gabrielle Everton, Rona Fairweather, Beryl Fairweather,
Colleen & Elise Francis, Emma Fussell, Helen Gaeta, Helen Gallot,
Dame Jennifer Gibbs, Katherine Gibson, Barry & Helga Golding,
Noeline Grant, Tavis Gravatt, David & Philippa Gravatt, Mr & Mrs J.
Gribble, Murray & Janice Grigor, David Hamilton, Sue Hamilton-
Wallace, Melanie Hargrave, Kelly Harris, Joan Harvison, Elizabeth
Hayman, F. May Hazard, Phillip Hines, M. Hobbs, Jon Hunter, Sq
Leader V.K. Jacobs, Eric Johnston & Alison Buchanan, Phil Judge, Eric
Kearney, Bob & Jean Kilham, Mr M. Killip, Franziska Klein & family,
Beverley Laing, Geoff & Margaret Lamb, Pam Langham, Terence
Lascelles, Michael Leightley, Erikka Lindsay, Lynette & Dean Lindsay,
Barry & Mary Littlewood, Brittany Logan, Jocelyn Lowe, Morag
MacDonald, Jenny McMillan, Annette Maisey, Elizabeth Mandeno,
Barbara Matthews, Beverley McConnell, Judy McDonald, Dianne
McKegg, Andrew Melville, Jeanette Miller & Richard Green, Alex
Milligan, Darryl Milner, Helen Morris, Robert & Lynne Morton, Ken &
Elspeth Mount, Anthony Norman, Maurice & Mary Norton, Laurel
Norwell, Denver & Prue Olde, Hyun Young Park, Jessica Parsons,
Heather Pasqual, Roger & Rosemary Power, Carolyn Reid, Gillian Reid,
Barbara Reynolds, Eileen Rishworth, John & Glenys Rive, Bob Ross,
Emma Roxburgh, Phillip Russell, Gina Sanders, Hannah Schunk-
Hockings, Ross Seagar, Mar k & SYagld e
& Sally Sloman, Emma Sloman, Mike Smith, Mr D. Smith, Ross &
Lynley Spurdle, Mary Douglas, Miklos Szabo, Alan Tattersfield,
Lawrence Taylor, Mrs Haruko Thomas, Wiliam Thomson, Sheena
Tompkins, James Wallace, Malcolm Waller, Patricia Watson, Katherine
Watts, Kathy West, Michael White, Linda White, David Williams, Rob &
Joanne Wills, Kay Wilson & Family, Mr & Mrs R. Wingfield, Bruce
Woods, Trish Wyndham-Jones, Althea Wyndham-Jones..

Our principal donors are Honorary AMICI

Please contact us if yoliebe you are a current financial Amici

member but your name ishotving.We apologise if you have not
yet received our recent reminders for refwalEmma on

09 921 780ar email her at production@operafactory.com
OurannuaChristmas Gaaentatively scheduled for
150 17 Deembegandby for furtherews

The NZSO presents ‘A Gala Evening’

Starring Kiri Te Kanawa
With friends including Teddy Tahu Rhodes,
Kawiti Waetford & the Opera Factory Ensemble.

Conducted by Pietari Inkinen

Sat 22 October 6.30pm at the Vector Arena.
The night before the finals of you know what!

Bookings: www.Ticketmaster.co.nz Ph 0800 111 999

THE OPERA FACTORY TRUST
SINCERELY THANKS OUR PRINCIPAL DONORS,
SPONSORS, ANNUAL & PROJECT FUNDERS

The William & Lois Manchester Trust, David & Genevieve
Becroft Foundation, Les & Sonia Andrew Foundation, James
Wallace Arts Trust, Tom & Ann Morris, Anonymous, The Taurus
Trust, Ron & Margaret Saunders Trust, Robert & Lynn Morton,
Rob & Joanne Wills, anonymous, Michael White, Rakanui Trust,
Mr P. Aitchison, Mr R. Swolf, Mrs D. Paykel, Mr & Mrs W. Bell,
Mr & Mrs Power, Mr W. Kilham, Mr & Mrs D. Olde, Dame
Jennifer Gibbs, Mr R. Wingfield, The Kiri Te Kanawa Foundation,
Mrs N. Plested, Mr & Mrs D. Souter, Mr & Mrs Brett Murdoch, Mr
Melville Killip, Mrs Shuna Askew, Mrs D. Fenwick, anonymous,
Mr & Mrs Rive, Kaye Wilson, Beryl Fairweather, anonymous,
Auckland Madrigal Singers, anonymous, Mr & Mrs J. Thompson.

D) e @ Auckland

Louncl

OPERA FACTORY CALENDAR

Operas off Broadway

Onstage at Opera Factory 7 Eden St Newmarket
Tues 11 October at 7.30pm 2 Italian comedies
Wed 12 October at 7.30pm 2 Italian comedies
Thur 13 October at 7.30pm 2 ltalian comedies
Frid 14 October at 7.30pm 2 Italian comedies
Sat 15 October at 2.00pm 2 Iltalian comedies

BOOKINGS: Phone iticket on 09 361 1000 or book
online www.iticket.co.nz

Keep an eye on our website for updates

I €or radisfel yo&r emall Wifh usIE B @ rédular news

‘Opera Rocks’ Performance workshops and classes
for school students in term 4 will be announced
shortly. This is part of our Prologue youth programme.

‘Curtain Up’ senior workshops and coaching services
will be announced shortly.

Monostatos
(Alex Milligan)
and his slaves
kick up a storm
during
‘Papageno’

THE OPERA FACTORY TRUST
Is a registered charitable frust number CC24596
GST no. 76 368 643 with tax IRD donee status

Office/Theatre 7 Eden Street, Newmarket. Auckland
Phone: +64 09 921 7801 or 021 666 465
Email: admin@operafactory.com
Mail: PO Box 26 566, Epsom, Auckland 1344, New Zealand
www.operafactory.com
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